6th Grade
Choir Handbook
2016-2017

Please fill out pages 5-8 and return them (along with T-shirt money)
to Mrs. Conrad by September 19th. Thanks!

6th Grade Choir Schedule 2016-2017
This is the calendar as of September 1.
Any changes will be given to students and parents as soon as possible.

Sept. 7 (Wed.) – 6th Grade Choir Parent Meeting, following 6th Grade Parent Back to School
Night, LMS Choir Room (about 7:30 pm)
October 26 (Wed.) – Auditorium Rehearsal for Fall Concert, LHS, after school*
October 27 (Thurs.) – Middle School Fall Choir Concert, LHS, 7 pm, 6:15 pm warm up
December 12 (Mon.) – MS Choirs' Auditorium Rehearsal, LHS, after school*
Dec. 13 (Tues.) – MS/EL Choirs' Holiday Concert, LHS, 7 pm, 6:15 pm warm up
February 15 (Wed.) – Auditorium Rehearsal, LHS, after school*
Feb. 16 (Thurs.) – Pre-Festival Choir Concert, grades 6-12, LHS, 7pm, 6:15 warm-up
February 28 – District Choral Festival, at The Chapel, during the day
May 3,4, or 5 – State Choral Festival???
May 22 (Mon.) – Aud. Rehearsal for MS Spring Choir Concert, LHS, 2:45-6 pm*
May 23 (Tues.) – MS Spring Choir Concert, LHS, 7 pm concert, 6:15 warm-up

*Auditorium Rehearsals: We will go by bus to the HS Auditorium just before the end of the
school day. Ending times for the rehearsal and other concert details will be given about a
week ahead of time: in class, on the LMS Choir website, and on a take-home note.

Find Your Voice!
Lakeshore Middle School Choirs

Welcome to 6th Grade Choir!
Our 6th Grade Choir is an important part of the Choir Program here at
Lakeshore! The Elementary Choir is the foundation of our program, giving students
the opportunity to sing and perform. The Middle School Choirs build on that
foundation with more: choir classes, learning about music, voice training,
performances, and special opportunities to grow and develop your abilities. There
is much to learn in just a few short years to prepare you for even more musical
experiences in our High School Choirs!
The 6th Grade Choir meets as a class during Extended Advisory. The
students like being able to be in choir without staying after school, the core subject
teachers like working with smaller groups during Extended Advisory, and I like
having choir every day! The only drawback is the short time we have, but we keep
things moving and do our best to use every minute!
In this handbook you will find a lot of information about our choir. The 6th
Grade Choir functions as a class and the expectations are different from what you
may have experienced in Elementary Choir. Please read this handbook carefully so
that you know what you can expect, and what is expected of you! At the end of the
handbook there are pages to return. Please turn them in by September 19th.
Please keep informed about our choirs through the Choir Website, and
through PowerSchool Email. The website is a great resource for parents and
students. You will find updates, parent notes, announcements, celebrations,
pictures, schedules, meeting dates, and practice recordings. Please check it out at:
lakeshoremschoirs.weebly.com. You can also get to it from the Lakeshore Public
Schools’ website by clicking on: Middle School, then Middle School Choir.
PowerSchool email allows me to quickly get updates and reminders to parents. If
you have not registered your email address(es), please do so using the quick link
(Power Announcement/Student Grades) which is on the on the Middle School page
of Lakeshore’s website. Thank you for helping with communication in these ways!
If after reading the Handbook (or at any other time!), you have questions or
comments, please contact me! I’m looking forward to working with you this year,
and having a great year in choir!
Mrs. Carole Conrad
cconrad@lakeshoreps.org
428-1408 ext. 3099
“I love to hear a choir. I love the humanity to see the faces of real people
devoting themselves to a piece of music. I like the teamwork.
It makes me feel optimistic about the human race
when I see them cooperating like that”.
– Paul McCartney
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Class Attendance: Regular attendance is very important in choir. Some students
may need to miss choir occasionally because a teacher needs them for specific
class work. If that happens, the core teacher will contact Mrs. Conrad.
Concert and Auditorium Rehearsal Attendance: All choir students are expected and
required to be at all concerts and auditorium rehearsals (auditorium rehearsals are
the rehearsals in the auditorium the day before a concert). Choir is a “team effort”
and we rely on the responsibility of those around us. Choir schedules are given
early in the year and families are asked to plan around concerts and auditorium
rehearsals. Students with schedule conflicts in sports and other school
organizations need to make the director and coach of both events aware of the
conflict as soon as possible so that an agreeable plan can be reached in advance.
If you ever have an emergency on a concert night, please leave a message for Mrs.
Conrad at 428-1408, ext. 3099. Unexcused absences from performances or
auditorium rehearsals may result in the student being dropped from choir.
Uniforms: For concerts, choir members wear a black choir T-shirt purchased
through the school, (see back page of this Handbook for an order form), black dress
pants, black shoes (closed toes, no high heels please). If purchasing these pieces
presents a hardship, please contact Mrs. Conrad. We have some donated items
and our Choir Parents Organization will provide uniform pieces when needed. But
please let Mrs. Conrad know as soon as possible.
At our concerts, we try very hard to look “uniform” so that the audience’s
attention is drawn to the high quality music we are making (not to the sparkly, red
sequined headband, green hair, or unique jewelry). Therefore:
Hair should not be in the singer’s face. Barrettes or headbands can be used,
but should be close to the hair color.
Jewelry must be minimal. Small stud earrings are allowed, but nothing that
hangs down. No necklaces or bracelets, please. Watches and rings are
allowed as long as they are not excessive.
Individual expression is important, but not appropriate when “in uniform”. The
director has final discretion in this matter.
Supplies: Students need to have a pencil in choir every day. The music and folders
are provided by the school. The music needs to be returned in good condition.
Transportation for Auditorium Rehearsals: The auditorium rehearsals are after
school on the day before the concert. For safety reasons, ALL choir students will
ride school buses to these rehearsals. Please arrange for rides home from the High
School Auditorium.

“Passionate involvement in the process separates the good from the great.”
-Anonymous
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Fundraising: The choir will be participating in fundraisers to help defray the
expenses of our choirs. The money will go toward: music, supplies, reward parties,
travel expenses, scholarships, etc..., and some will go toward individual student
accounts.
Individual Student Accounts: Every choir student has the opportunity to let their
fundraising money work directly for them through student accounts. Usually these
accounts are not needed in the 6th Grade Choir, except to purchase (optional)
festival medals. Many students start building their choir accounts for future: trips
(7th & 8th graders have the opportunity to go to Chicago), solo & ensemble fees, Tshirts and sweatshirts, etc… This money rolls over to following years and can be
used for choir related expenses even in high school! Students who leave the choir
program forfeit their account and the money goes into the general choir fund.
Please note, each student does not have a savings account in his or her name, but
rather through careful bookkeeping the Choir Parent Treasurer keeps track of that
which is specifically designated for individual student accounts. The effort is made
so that those who work the hardest at fundraising, have the most benefit.
Choir Parents: All parents of Lakeshore Choir students are members of Lakeshore
Choir Parents Organization (formerly called “Choir Boosters”). This group meets
monthly and helps with fundraising, newsletters, publicity, and more. Parents are
invited, and encouraged, to attend these monthly meetings! Check the choir
website for dates, times, and locations.
Concert Donations: At our concerts we take donations. The money donated at
concerts goes directly back to the choirs and enables us to buy additional music for
our growing choir program. Thank you to all who help with this!

Statement of Philosophy – Lakeshore Public Schools:
“Students are encouraged to become involved in extracurricular activities. Student’s
participation in such activities is provided as an opportunity for students as long as they
agree to follow the rules and guidelines as outlined in the Student Handbook. Inasmuch as
participation is a privilege (not a right), students who violate the guidelines will be subject
to the penalties outlined, up to and including suspension from participation in such
activities.”
“The District recognizes that substance abuse is a serious problem in our society.
Students are encouraged to voluntarily seek assistance for a substance abuse problem.
The district will support this effort in a manner consistent with applicable Board policy and
administrative regulation.”

"Do not measure yourself by what you have accomplished,
but by what you should have accomplished with your ability." -John Wooden
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MUSIC WITH A SACRED TEXT
The Michigan School Vocal Music Association believes that the use of good music with sacred texts is vital to
choral music education and to the choral art. MSVMA supports and has adopted the position statement of the
American Choral Directors Association in regard to this issue. The following statement is printed with the
permission of the ACDA:
Choral music educators recognize that choral music may fulfill diverse objectives. At one end
of the spectrum are aesthetic education and artistic performance that can insure
development of musicality and sensitivity. At the opposite end of the spectrum is pure
entertainment. Between these two poles may be found opportunities to enhance knowledge
and understanding through a growing awareness and perspective of history and art as
reflected in great music. To achieve any selected educational objective, the quality of
repertoire is of paramount importance.
An assessment of the quality of repertoire which can fulfill the highest objectives of aesthetic
education necessitates careful examination of the relationship of text and musical setting.
The wealth of choral literature which represents and reflects peoples, cultures, and traditions
of all lands and compositional styles of all eras includes much music in which the composer
has utilized a sacred text. The term "sacred" refers to all manner of religious belief and not
only to the practices of the Judeo-Christian teachings. It is important that almost all of the
significant choral music composed before the 17th century was associated with a sacred
text.
To study and perform music in which the musical setting of a text is artistically accomplished
is a highly commendable objective. While public school teaching objectives and criteria for
repertoire selection should not include religious indoctrination, the selection of quality
repertoire will invariably include within its broad scope music with a sacred text. To exclude
from a public school curriculum all choral music which has religious meaning associated with
the text is to severely limit the possibilities of teaching for artistic understanding and
responsiveness. Such an exclusion has as its parallel the study of art without any paintings
related to the various religions of the world, the study of literature without mention of the
Bible, or the study of architecture without reference to the great temples and cathedrals of
the world.
Since choral music with a sacred text comprises such a substantial portion of the artistic
repertoire representative of the choral medium and the history of music, it should have an
important place in music education. Its study and artistic performance have nothing to do
with the First Amendment to the Constitution and the doctrine which advocates separation of
Church and State.

This statement has been endorsed by the
National Board of Directors
of the American Choral Directors Association

“The quality of a person’s life is in direct proportion to their commitment to excellence,
regardless of their chosen field of endeavor.” -Vince Lombardi
“The easiest way to avoid wrong notes is to never open your mouth to sing.
What a mistake that would be.”
-Pete Seeger
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Choir Handbook Form
By signing, I am confirming that I have: read this Handbook, understand the expectations,
and am ready to commit to them as a member of Lakeshore Choirs. I am also agreeing to
the rehearsals & performances listed in this Handbook. Parents are giving permission for
the events in the schedule. Additional information and reminders will be given.
______________________________________
Student Name Printed
__________________________________________________
Student Signature

_________________
Date

__________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature

_________________
Date

Lakeshore Choirs Code of Conduct
We understand that the use and/or possession of tobacco, drugs, or alcohol is illegal. It is
also against Lakeshore Public School Policy and the consequences will follow the District’s
guidelines. We also understand that it is the student's responsibility to represent the
Lakeshore Choirs and the Lakeshore Schools in the best positive way, including respectful
attitude, language, and interaction with others.
________________________________________________ __________________
Student Signature
Date
________________________________________________ __________________
Parent/Guardian Signature
Date

Lakeshore Choirs Publicity Permission
The Lakeshore Choirs occasionally use pictures OR names of students in the Lakeshore
Light, the Herald Palladium, and on web sites. We will use pictures OR names, not both.
You may choose not to have your student’s name or picture used for publicity.
Yes, you may use picture OR name for publicity.
No, please do not use either picture or name for publicity
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Medical Information/Release Form
Student Name_____________________________ Home Phone_____________________
1. Parent Name____________________________ Email __________________________
Daytime Phone_________________________ Cell Phone__________________________
2. Parent Name_________________________ Email _____________________________
Daytime Phone_________________________ Cell Phone__________________________
Does your child have any allergies or medical conditions?
 YES
 NO
If yes, please explain ___________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
Is your child currently taking any medication?  YES  NO
If yes, please list________________________________________________________

Emergency Treatment Authorization
I, _________________________________ do hereby give the Lakeshore Choir Directors,
or a chaperone/supervising adult, permission to sign an authorization for emergency
medical treatment for (student name) _____________________________________ during
Choir activities/sponsored trips during the school year. I also give them permission to
administer minor medications (aspirin, bandages, etc) upon the request of the student,
should the need arise.
_______________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature
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____________
Date

Choir Parent Volunteer Opportunities
It takes many volunteers for the Choir program to run smoothly. Areas where we
need your help are listed below. The information on this page will be given to the
Choir Parents Organization. Thank you!

Choir Parents Organization
Please mark if you would like to
hear more about:
___ Meeting information
___ Officer/Leadership openings

Fundraiser Assistance
A few parents are needed to go
through orders and help on the day
students pick up their orders.
___ Help process orders (daytime)
___ Help process orders (evening)
___ Help with pick-up (afternoon)

Concert Help
We need parent help at concerts.
___ Hand out programs at doors
___ Sitting with choirs (crowd
control!)

General Help
Some parents are willing to help
whenever it fits their schedule.
(You will be asked when specific
needs arise.)
___ Mornings usually best
___ After-school is usually best
___ Evenings are usually best

Chaperones
We need parent help at festivals.
___ Supervise students

Parent Volunteer Name(s) __________________________________________
Phone _________________________

Email __________________________

Student’s Name ___________________________Choir____________________
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Choir T-Shirt/Sweatshirt Order Form
All Lakeshore Middle School choir students need to own the official “Lakeshore Choirs” Tshirt (black with red and white print). These T-shirts are part of the uniform. The T-shirt
cost is $10 (Please contact Mrs. Conrad if you cannot make this purchase.). Hooded black
sweatshirts are available for $25 and are optional. The shirts are basic unisex sizes: Youth
Medium, Youth Large, Adult Small, Adult Medium, Adult Large, Adult X-Large, etc…
Payment must be recieved with the order unless other arrangements have been made.
Parents, you are welcome to order shirts for yourselves too!

Student name: _________________________________ Grade: __________
Please check the appropriate box(s) and fill in the size desired:



I am purchasing a T-shirt ($10), size ______________



I already have the current choir shirt; it fits and is in good condition.



I am purchasing a hooded black sweatshirt ($25), size ___________
Please return this form with payment to your director by:
September 19th.
Please make checks payable to Lakeshore Choirs. Thank You!
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